
Sports Drinks and Your Teeth 
Are Sports Drinks Good for Your Oral 
Health? 

What Are Sports Drinks? 

Sports drinks are beverages designed to replace fluids, electrolytes, and carbohydrates lost 
during prolonged or intense physical activity. 

While they may be beneficial for endurance athletes under certain conditions, many sports 
drinks contain added sugars and acids that can increase the risk of tooth decay and enamel 
erosion. 

For most people engaging in light or moderate physical activity, water is usually the best 
choice for hydration. 

 

What's Inside a Sports Drink? 
Most sports drinks contain a combination of: 

• Water 
• Electrolytes (such as sodium and potassium) 
• Carbohydrates (usually added sugars) 
• Flavorings 
• Food coloring 
• Acids such as citric acid 

The combination of sugar and acid can have a significant impact on oral health. 

 

How Sports Drinks Affect Your Teeth 
Sports drinks can affect teeth in two important ways. 

1. Sugar Feeds Harmful Bacteria 

Bacteria in dental plaque use sugar to produce acids. 



These acids attack tooth enamel and increase the risk of cavities. 

Frequent sipping throughout the day prolongs acid exposure. 

 

2. Acids Weaken Tooth Enamel 

Many sports drinks are acidic. 

Even sugar-free sports drinks may contain acids that gradually dissolve tooth enamel. 

This process is known as dental erosion. 

Unlike cavities, erosion occurs through direct acid exposure rather than bacterial activity. 

 

Why Athletes May Be at Higher Risk 
During prolonged exercise: 

• Saliva production decreases. 
• The mouth becomes drier. 
• Teeth receive less natural protection. 

If sports drinks are consumed frequently during exercise, the combination of dry mouth, 
sugar, and acid may increase the risk of dental problems. 

 

Who Actually Needs Sports Drinks? 
Sports drinks are generally intended for people participating in: 

• Endurance sports 
• Long-distance running 
• Competitive cycling 
• Extended athletic events lasting more than about 60–90 minutes 
• High-intensity exercise with significant sweating 

For most everyday activities, water provides adequate hydration. 

 



Sports Drinks vs. Water 
Water Sports Drinks 

Sugar-free Often contain added sugars 
Non-acidic Often acidic 
Does not promote cavities May increase cavity risk 
Best for most daily hydration Useful mainly during prolonged, intense exercise 

For everyday hydration, water is generally the healthiest choice for both your body and 
your teeth. 

 

Tips to Protect Your Teeth 
If you drink sports drinks: 

• Drink them during exercise rather than sipping them throughout the day. 
• Finish the drink instead of taking frequent small sips over several hours. 
• Rinse your mouth with water afterward. 
• Wait about 30 minutes before brushing your teeth. 
• Brush twice daily with fluoride toothpaste. 
• Visit your dentist regularly. 

These habits help reduce acid exposure and protect enamel. 

 

Are Sugar-Free Sports Drinks Better? 
Sugar-free sports drinks reduce exposure to cavity-causing sugars. 

However, many still contain acids that can contribute to enamel erosion. 

Although they may be less likely to cause cavities, they are not completely harmless to 
teeth. 

 

What About Children? 



Most children participating in routine sports or recreational activities do not need sports 
drinks. 

Water is usually sufficient before, during, and after exercise. 

Limiting sugary beverages helps reduce the risk of cavities and encourages healthy lifelong 
habits. 

Parents should consult their child's healthcare provider or coach if they have questions 
about hydration during prolonged athletic events. 

 

Common Myths 
"Sports drinks are healthier than soda." 

Not always. 

Some sports drinks contain amounts of sugar similar to soft drinks and are also acidic. 

 

"If I'm exercising, sports drinks can't hurt my teeth." 

False. 

Even during exercise, frequent exposure to sugar and acids may contribute to tooth decay 
and enamel erosion. 

 

"Sugar-free sports drinks are completely safe for teeth." 

False. 

Many sugar-free sports drinks still contain acids that can weaken tooth enamel. 

 

Key Takeaways 
✔ Sports drinks are designed for prolonged, intense physical activity—not routine 
hydration. 



✔ Many sports drinks contain both added sugars and acids. 

✔ Sugar increases the risk of cavities, while acids contribute to enamel erosion. 

✔ Water is the best choice for hydration for most people. 

✔ If you consume sports drinks, rinse with water afterward and avoid brushing for about 
30 minutes. 

✔ Good oral hygiene and regular dental visits help protect your teeth from the effects of 
sugary and acidic beverages. 
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